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Loretta Ingersoll was renowned 
for supporting many local 
charities during her life spent in 

Middletown, Conn. When she passed 
away in 2007, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute learned it was a beneficiary of 
her estate, resulting in a gift of more 
than $300,000 to support the Jimmy 
Fund.

Ingersoll was involved in numerous 
activities within her community, 
including membership on the board 
of the District Nurse Association, but 
her biggest passion was helping others. 
Many of the causes she championed 
specifically benefited children because 
she could not bear to see them suffer. 

Because Ingersoll’s stepson and 
three step grandchildren lived far away, she found it difficult to spend as much 
time with them as she would have liked. However, she created other opportunities 
to foster the lives of local children through YMCA Camp Ingersoll, which was 
created in the early 1970s by her late husband, J. Phelps Ingersoll.

Two decades later, Ingersoll successfully started a shelter through the YMCA 
that continues to help infants and children. She not only left a legacy through 
the camp, but also in her bequest to Dana-Farber, which allows her philanthropic 
spirit to live on through assistance to patients and caregivers at the Institute.

“Mrs. Ingersoll’s unrestricted gift to the Jimmy Fund sustains Dana-Farber’s 
mission in numerous ways, improving the quality of life for patients—both young 
and old,” said DFCI President and CEO Edward J. Benz Jr., MD. n

Rosemarie DeSimone never had children, but that did not stop her from 
building strong, abiding relationships with young people in her community. 
For more than 40 years, she was a children’s librarian at various branches of 

the Boston Public Library system and befriended dozens of young readers, whom 
she remained close with long after they grew up and had children of their own. 
Before she passed away in September 2006, DeSimone made plans to ensure she 
would continue to touch the lives of others long after she was gone.

Moved by Dana-Farber’s long history of providing outstanding cancer care, 
DeSimone instructed her attorney, Robert G. Wilson III, to give one-third of her 
estate to Dana-Farber following her death, which has, thus far, translated into a gift 
of $150,000.

“I think she just loved the good work Dana-Farber does,” said Wilson. 
“Rosemarie wanted to make sure people with cancer get the treatment they need.”

Designated as an unrestricted gift, DeSimone’s bequest grants DFCI the 
freedom to advance its mission in a variety of ways as opportunities arise. This 
kind of flexible funding is vital to Dana-Farber’s continued financial health.

Elena O’Neil, co-executor of DeSimone’s estate, had many opportunities to 
witness firsthand her friend’s generosity. 

“She was such a kind, giving woman,” said O’Neil. “I’ve never known anyone 
else like her.” n

Devotion to others inspires 
DeSimone bequest

Rosemarie DeSimone bequeathed one-third of her estate to Dana-Farber in hopes of extending and 
improving the lives of cancer patients like Father Gerard Barry, with Susan Aikey, RN.

Loretta Ingersoll’s mission in life was helping 
others, including the patients and caregivers at 
Dana-Farber.

Philanthropic legacy improves 
quality of life for patients 

Leave a legacy. Visit dana-farber.org/giftplanning to learn how.

S ince 2002, Mark and Eileen 
Epstein have contributed 
to the Women’s Cancers 

Program (WCP) at Dana-Farber, 
and the couple’s most recent 
gift of $100,000 continues the 
momentum of their generosity.  

“The doctors, nurses, and 
practitioners at Dana-Farber are 
simply the best,” explained Mark 
Epstein. “They really care about the 
patients and are so passionate about 
ongoing research to find a cure for 
a disease that affects all of our lives, 
every day, in one way or another.”

J. Dirk Iglehart, MD, director of 
the WCP and chief of the section 
on Cancer Biology at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, credited the 
Epsteins’ unwavering support with 
helping to uncover many important 
scientific discoveries over the years. 

“Their gifts have enabled research into the cause, prevention, and cure of breast 
cancer,” said Iglehart. “This year, they have extended their gift to support exciting 
and truly groundbreaking research into both breast and ovarian cancers.”

Eileen Epstein, a member of the WCP Visiting Committee, is pleased that 
as Dana-Farber continues to lead the way in breast cancer research, it is also 
beginning to focus more attention on ovarian cancer, which is the cause of death 
for more than 14,000 women in the U.S. each year.

“Breast cancer as an issue has always been in the forefront, whereas ovarian 
cancer has traditionally taken a back seat,” she said. “Our goal is to contribute to 
the eradication of all cancers—let’s start with these two for now.” n

Epsteins reaffirm support for 
women’s cancers research

Mark and Eileen Epstein’s $100,000 gift to the 
Women’s Cancers Program at DFCI will help fuel the 
fight against both breast and ovarian cancers.

Establish a bequest to benefit Dana-Farber  

and support this top-ranked national cancer 

center in its lifesaving mission. Make a  

positive, lasting impact on the lives of  

cancer patients everywhere.

INCLUDE DANA-FARBER CANCER INSTITUTE  

AS A BENEFICIARY OF YOUR WILL OR TRUST.

You don’t have to be a doctor
to cure cancer.SM

To start making your plans today, please contact:
Christopher E. Painter, Director of Gift Planning
Phone: 617-632-3756 or 1-800-535-5577

E-mail: Christopher_Painter@dfci.harvard.edu

dana-farber.org/bequests



�Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Division of Development & The Jimmy Fund 
10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor
Brookline, MA  02445-7226

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Dana-Farber

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

JUNE &
JULY

10

14,15

CIGNA Falmouth Road Race 

WEEI/NESN Jimmy Fund  
Radio-Telethon

For more information on all Jimmy Fund and Dana-Farber events, go to jimmyfund.org or dana-farber.org.

11,12 Swim Across America

Make a splash for Dana-Farber’s 
David B. Perini, Jr. Quality of Life 
Clinic on July 11 at the Boston 
Harbor Island Swim, a 22-mile, 
relay-style event. On July 12, 
swimmers age 12 and above are 
invited to participate in the half-
mile and one-mile Nantasket Swims. For more information, 
contact Beth Partlow at 866-5-PERINI or visit  
jimmyfund.org/swim.

Jimmy Fund/Variety Children’s 
Charity Collections Theatre Program

2, 3
Pan-Massachusetts Challenge 
Bike-a-thon

Bike in the nation’s most successful  
athletic fundraising event or support 
PMC cyclists on their trek to fund cancer 
research and treatment. The 29th annual 
PMC features one- and two-day route 
options for riders of all abilities. To  
register or support a PMCer, call 
800-WE-CYCLE or visit pmc.org.

8
Joe Cronin Memorial  
Fishing Tournament

Cast a line in the 15th annual bluefish 
tournament at the Nauticus Marina in 
Osterville, Mass., and help the Jimmy Fund 
“reel” in funds for cancer research and 
care. For more information, contact  
Kimberly Chisholm at 617-632-5091 or  
e-mail kimberly_chisholm@dfci.harvard.edu.

Hit the ground running for this scenic 7-mile road race and 
raise critical funds for cancer research and care at Dana-Farber. 
To register or support a runner, contact Abby Kussell at 
617-632-6618 or e-mail dfrunners@dfci.harvard.edu.

Tune in to WEEI Sports Radio 850 AM or New England 
Sports Network (NESN) and make a gift to help Dana-Farber 
conquer cancer. Broadcast live from Fenway Park and cen-
tered around two Boston 
Red Sox home games, the 
36-hour event includes 
interviews with doctors, 
patients, and celebrities. 
For details and volunteer 
information, contact Caitlin 
Fay at 877-738-1234 or 
visit jimmyfundradiotelethon.org.
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Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund 
Walk Presented by Hyundai

Fantastic Nantasket Beach Triathlon

A Chance for KidsSM

Take steps to conquer 
cancer and join thousands 
of others walking the Boston 
Marathon®  route in honor of 
friends and family facing all 
forms of this disease. Partici-
pants can choose from five 
routes—ranging from three 
to 26.2 miles. Register today 
at jimmyfundwalk.org or call 
866-JF-1-WALK.

Swim, bike, and run in this challenging sprint triathlon  
benefiting the Jeni Fund for Women’s Lung Cancer  
Research at Dana-Farber. Perfect for athletes of all ages  
and abilities, the event begins at 9 a.m. in Hull, Mass. For 
more information, e-mail Abby Kussell at abby_kussell@
dfci.harvard.edu or visit nantaskettriathlon.com.

Give $1 to the Jimmy Fund at participating Burger King 
restaurants, Olympia Sports, and Blockbuster stores and 
help fight pediatric cancers. Every participant will receive a 
scratch card guaranteed to win a prize, including a trip to 
Breezes resort in Jamaica, American Airlines tickets, profes-
sional sports tickets, and more. For more information, con-
tact Charles Savicki at 617-632-5420 or charles_savicki@
dfci.harvard.edu.

JULY &
AUGUST Jimmy Fund Little League Program 

Join or support the more than 5,000 Little League baseball 
and softball players who are striking out cancer in local 
tournaments. To support a team or player or for more 
information, contact Janet Caparoso 
at 888-546-6938 or visit 
jimmyfund.org/littleleague.

Catch a summer block-
buster at participating movie 
theatres and contribute your 
spare change to help fight 
cancer. Started in 1949, this 
is the Jimmy Fund’s longest-
running annual fundraiser. 
To volunteer or for more 
information, contact Lauren 
Nash at 617-632-3863 or 
e-mail lauren_nash@dfci.
harvard.edu.

A construction worker’s plan to “curse” the New York 
Yankees by secretly burying a David Ortiz Boston Red Sox 
jersey in the foundation of the new Yankee Stadium paid 
off in a big way for cancer care and research. The jersey 
was extracted and given to the Jimmy Fund by Yankees 
President Randy Levine to be auctioned off. Posted on 
eBay, the jersey received more than 280 bids before Kevin 
Meehan of Mendon, Mass., won it for $175,000.




