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Dear Friends,

As I complete my first full year as President and CEO of Dana-Farber,  

I am honored to be part of this amazing institution. The talent and  

commitment of our faculty and staff are unsurpassed, and their passion 

for our mission is truly an inspiration. I am pleased to highlight some  

of the milestones we have achieved this year in cancer science and  

medicine, which would not be possible without your support.

We are a world leader in leveraging the human immune system to fight 

cancer, and this year our researchers demonstrated the effectiveness of 

the first-ever personalized cancer vaccine in a clinical trial for melanoma. 

All the patients in this study achieved complete remission from advanced disease, either from the vaccine 

alone or in combination with another immunotherapy. This is truly transformative research, and we are 

determined to keep expanding the benefits of such discoveries to more patients.

Dana-Farber has long been at the forefront of drug development. In fact, of the 75 cancer drugs approved 

by the FDA since 2011, we have been deeply involved in nearly half—including the recent landmark 

approval of CAR T-cell therapy, a revolutionary new immunotherapy, for adults with non-Hodgkin  

lymphoma. We currently have more than 900 clinical trials of such innovative therapies under way, but 

only some of them are supported by federal funding. The rest are available to patients only because of 

your generosity.

And our patients are at the heart of everything we do. In fact, Dana-Farber is unique among cancer  

centers for our equal commitment to research and patient care. In just one testament to the outstanding  

quality of care that we deliver, Becker’s Hospital Review named us one of the 100 Great Hospitals in 

America for 2017—not just among cancer centers, but among all hospitals.

These achievements, and those in the following pages, quite simply would not be possible without our 

passionate community of supporters. Thank you for being our partner in these efforts.

Sincerely,

Laurie H. Glimcher, MD 
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Gordon Freeman, PhD, received  
the Warren Alpert Foundation Prize  

for transformative discoveries in the  
field of cancer immunology.



FDA Approval of Novel Therapies
Dana-Farber research led to FDA approval 
in 2017 of the first new drug for acute 
myeloid leukemia in 25 years, and of an 
immunotherapy drug to treat relapsed 
Hodgkin lymphoma in adult and pediatric 
patients—the first time that an immune 
checkpoint inhibitor has been approved  
to treat children with cancer. 

Precision Medicine for Pediatric 
Brain Cancer
In the largest clinical study to date of 
genetic abnormalities in pediatric brain 
tumors, Dana-Farber researchers found 
that a majority of the tumors tested had 
genetic irregularities that could influence 
diagnosis or potentially be treated with 
existing drugs.

Predicting Response to Treatment 
Dana-Farber scientists found that a protein 
whose function was previously unknown, 
TIRR, actually plays a key role in managing 
DNA repair. This protein may help doctors  
identify cancer patients who can benefit  
from particular drugs, and could itself be  
a potential drug target.

Preventive Immunotherapy
In a promising discovery for preventive 
medicine, Dana-Farber researchers  
demonstrated that early intervention  
with an immunotherapy-based drug  
combination may prevent progression  
of high-risk “smoldering” multiple 
myeloma to the full-blown disease.

Targeting Aggressive Cancers
Cancers driven by the RAS oncogene  
are aggressive and difficult to treat, and 
were previously out of the reach of  
targeted drugs. But a Dana-Farber study 
of a combination of two drugs targeting 
molecular pathways controlled by RAS 
achieved long-term clinical benefit in 
patients with RAS-driven lung, ovarian,  
and thyroid cancers.

Lifestyle Factors to Improve 
Survival
Among patients with advanced colon  
cancer, a multi-institution study led by 
Dana-Farber showed that eating tree  
nuts twice a week was associated with 
significantly reduced risk of recurrence  
and mortality.
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Treating the Whole Patient
With the opening of the newly expanded 
Leonard P. Zakim Center for Integrative 
Therapies and Healthy Living, Dana-Farber 
became the first comprehensive cancer 
center in Boston to offer such a broad 
array of complementary therapies under 
one roof—including acupuncture, exercise, 
massage, meditation, nutrition, creative 
arts, and more.

Revolutionary Treatments
Dana-Farber is one of the first cancer 
centers in the country entrusted to deliver  
CAR T-cell therapy, a revolutionary  
immunotherapy recently approved by  
the FDA, in which immune cells are 
removed from the patient’s body and 
reprogrammed to attack the specific  
cells of the patient’s cancer. 

Identifying Cancer Risk
Dana-Farber researchers developed and 
launched a simple online assessment 
tool that can help rapidly identify people 
who should undergo genetic testing for 
Lynch syndrome, an inherited disorder 
that greatly increases the lifetime risk of 
colorectal, endometrial, ovarian, stomach, 
and other cancers.

Aiding Treatment Decisions
Having developed the first internet-based 
interactive tool to help men with non-
metastatic prostate cancer participate in 
treatment decisions, Dana-Farber has  
now made it freely available to all patients, 
regardless of where they receive their care.

Treating Patients Closer to Home
To help make our high-quality cancer  
care available to more patients closer to 
where they live, Dana-Farber established 
new partnerships and strategic alliances  
in Connecticut, Maine, Western  
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island.

 Research SAVING LIVES THROUGH DISCOVERY

 Care PREVENTION, DETECTION, AND TREATMENT

Boston magazine named 51 Dana-Farber doctors to its 
annual Top Doctors guide.
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 Honors RECOGNITION AND RANKINGS

Top 4 in Adult and Pediatric 
Cancers
In 2017, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  
was the top ranked cancer hospital in  
New England by U.S. News and World 
Report, a position it has held for 17  
consecutive years, and was once again  
the only cancer center in the country 
ranked in the top 4 for both adult and 
pediatric cancer programs.

Highest Quality Standards
Following a detailed review of Dana-
Farber’s adult care policies and practices, 
the Institute received a full three-year 

recertification from the Quality Oncology 
Practice Initiative (QOPI®) of the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), for 
meeting “the highest standards for quality 
cancer care.”

Compassion for All
For the ninth time in a decade, Dana-
Farber has been recognized as a Leader  
in LGBTQ Healthcare Equality by the 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation. 
Dana-Farber received the maximum score 
in each of four areas: LGBTQ patient-
centered care, LGBTQ patient services  
and support, fully-inclusive employee 
benefits and policies, and LGBTQ patient 
and community engagement.

Outstanding Investigators
The National Cancer Institute (NCI)  
honored four Dana-Farber researchers with 
its prestigious Outstanding Investigator 
Awards in 2017: William Kaelin, MD;  
A. Thomas Look, MD; Kimberly Stegmaier, 
MD; and Jean Zhao, PhD. With a total  
of nine, Dana-Farber has more NCI  
Outstanding Investigators than any  
other cancer center in the country.

Compassionate Care
In recognition of their compassion as  
well as their expertise, 51 physicians and 
surgeons affiliated with Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute were named to Boston 
magazine’s annual Top Doctors guide.

Of 75 cancer drugs approved by the FDA since 2011, Dana-Farber has been deeply involved in nearly half of them.  
The Institute’s cyclotron (above) helps to speed drug development.

Jean Zhao, PhD, is one of four Institute researchers named  
an NCI Outstanding Investigator in 2017.

The Impact of  
Your Giving
ANDREW’S STORY

In May 2016, when Andrew 
Severin was a rising sophomore  
at Pennsylvania State University, 
he was diagnosed with Hodgkin 
lymphoma and referred to  
Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund Clinic.

“When you hear the word  
‘cancer,’ it’s scary,” Andrew says. 
“But I never thought I wasn’t 
going to be OK. I was at the best 
place in the world to be treated.”

After several rounds of chemo-
therapy, Andrew credits the 
nurses, along with his loved ones, 
for seeing him through.

“It’s not easy to go through  
chemotherapy, but being at 
Dana-Farber is so unique,”  
he explains. “The experience  
I had there became so uplifting.  
I had amazing connections  
with my nurses, and they became 
good friends that I could really 
trust. Their remarkable connec-
tion with each patient is one of 
the many reasons why I could 
get through the time away from 
my family, and the time I missed 
from school.”

Thanks to Dana-Farber, Andrew 
has been cancer-free since August 
2016 and is working toward 
graduation.
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Dana-Farber Cancer Institute has been the top ranked cancer 
hospital in New England by U.S. News and World Report 
for 17 consecutive years, and is the only cancer center in 
the country ranked in the top 4 for both adult and pediatric 
cancer programs.

Judy Garber, MD, MPH, received the 
Joseph H. Burchenal Memorial Award 

from the American Association for Cancer 
Research for outstanding clinical research 

achievement.

Gordon Freeman, PhD, received  
the Warren Alpert Foundation Prize  

for transformative discoveries in the  
field of cancer immunology.

Benjamin Ebert, MD, PhD, received 
the William Dameshek Prize from the 

American Society of Hematology for his 
seminal discoveries in non-malignant and 

malignant hematology.
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